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iNTRODUCTION. 


Ti L Editor will make no apology for attempting: 


to ſpread this plain Tract on family religion. 

Let thoſe who believe their bibles gainſay it if they 
can—if they cannot, they muſt account for diſre- 
carding it. Bp 

Religion is not, at preſent, ſo much in danger 
from perſecution as flattery—hence a univerſal re- 
laxation amongſt its profeſſors. Hence few have 
zeal enough to ſupport the moſt important parts of 
family religion with ſeriouſneſs and conſtancy. 

Regular morning and evening prayer, with a 
perutal of the ſcriptures, are far from being general. 

Fewer ſtill enter upon the laborious work of in- 
Irufting and catechiſing. 

Is it not owing to tuis that the children of many 
religious parents differ very little from others ? 

God juſtly witholds that obedience and affection, 
authority, properly uſed, uſually obtains. 

Children and ſervants break through light re- 
ſtraints, and ruſh into a career of iniquity : parents, 
too late, r-pret their want of early diſcipline and 


ollruftion. | 
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2 INTRODUCTION. 


Hath not this been a principal ſource of the in. 
fidility and prophaneneſs of the day? 
Members of religious families have only known 
\ enough of religion to hate and deſpiſe it: their 
= guardians loſt their opportunity of acquainting them 
with its principles, ſo as to leave that information 
in their judgement that no miſrepreſentations of 
8 piety would efface. : 
l Ihe Chriſtians of the laſt age, eſpecially in 
| Scotland, fo early and fully acquainted their do- 
incitics with the firſt principles of religion, the 
were under little temptation to T1dicule and deſpiſe 
| 1 their deſcendants have relaxed; hence ſome 
o thoſe who have been under their care, have run 
the greatell lengths in impiety: to ſtem, in ſome 
gegree, this dangerous torrent, is the delign ef 
ſpreading the following tract. 


thor, 
Ex 

chief 

utmoſ 


really, 
childre 


AN 


ADDRESS 


The Heads of Families. 


HESE reflections in the introduction natur- 


ally connect themſelves with addreſſing the 


heads of families, in the language of the au- 
hor, To them he ſa 


Sz 
Exalt godlineſs in oy family, If once Chriſt be 


, 


chief in thy heart, J am confident he will, to thy 
utmoſt power, be ſo in thy houſe; that thou art 


nul, which thou art relatively. Labour that * 


eldren and ſervants may know and ſerve God... 


nell with thy wife © as a man of knowledge, as 
heirs together of the grace of life, that your 
prayers be not hindred. 1 Pet, 3. 7. Briog up 
ly children in the nurture and admonition of the 
urd, Epheſ. 6. 4. Teach thy ſervants their duty 
Cod and their own ſouls, Conſider theſe are 
cus of the righteous God; and ere long when 
ky malt leave all the dying and lying vanities of 
6 world, thou muſt give an account in the other 
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world how thou haſt obeyed them. God hath com. 
mitted a great truſt to thee, even the charge of the 
fouls of all thy family; and doth not thine heart 
tremble to think of ſoul-blood, of ſoul-murder! ! 
allure thee thou mayeſt be as truly and really guilty 
of their deaths and damnations by ſtarving them, 2 
by poiſoning them. I mean by not inſtructing, 
catechiſing, and principling them in the things of 


God, by not praying with them, and overſeeing that th 
they mind the Lin tm of God, as in making them th 
drunk, and teaching them to ſteal and ſwear, an 
For thy children, doſt thou not know that they do 
are born children of wrath, and heirs of hell ? And en 
canſt thou be quiet till thou ſeeſt in them ſome ligns Iy 
and hopes of regeneration, an intereſtin-Chriſt, and for 
thereby a right to heaven? When thou readeſt oY bo 
Herod, how he murdered poor children, thou con- 11 
demneſt him; thou thinkeſt, Ah hard hearted Herod! ſou 
But doſt not thou do ten thouſand times worſe, ini an 
murdering the ſouls and bodies of thy dear childre han 
forever? Ah hard-hearted, ah bloody father! Hero. © 
was a man of bowels, a merciful man to thee. Ii &o 
it any wonder to hear, faith one, of that ſhip ſunk not 
or daſhed upon a rock, that was put to ſea withouꝗ bar 
card or compaſs; nor is it a wonder to hear childre i ty 
ſinking in perdition, who are thruſt into the world pic 
which is a fea of temptations, without any knoy urea 
ledge of God and their duty. One would thin vor 
every time thon readeſt and heareſt of the extremi KO! 
and eternity of hell's torments, of the multitudes th man 
muſt undergo them, of the few even of thoſe with © 
the viſible church that ſhall be ſaved, and of eye 
difficulty of obtaining ſalvation, that thy loins fh * ti: 
tremble, and thy joints ſmite together ; that t "nr 


head, vea heart mould ake for fear of any of a 


CI 


gear children ſhould be among thoſe many that muft 
Junk that cup of the Lord's pure wrath ; and that 
thou {houldſt be reſtleſs night and day in wreſtling 
with God, and inſtructing them, in uſing all means 
to prevent their endleſs ruin; ſurely if thou hadſt a 
ſpark of true love to thy children, thus it would be 
with thee. | 


* And for thy ſervants, unleſs thou art careful that 
that they ſerve the Lord, they are but little beholden to 
New thee for thy ſervice ; thou giveſt them (poſlibly) food 


and outward things convenient, but doſt thou not 
do as much for thy cattle? And is it, thinkeſt thou, 


* enough to do no more for thoſe ſouls which mult 
Gong live in unſpeakable pain or pleaſure forever, then 
ar for thy beaſts? If he that provideth not for the 


bodies of his family, be worſe then an infidel, 
Tim. 5. 8. ſurely he that provideth not for their 
ſouls is akin to a devil; fay not, they are ſtubborn 
and will not be taught; halt thou not power in thy 
hands either to teach them, or turn them out of 
doors? Let none ſerve thee that will not ſerve 
God. Thou wilt not ke-p a ſervant that knoweth 
not how to do thy work, at leaſt if he will not, 


thou bern, and then follow it with diligence. Now let 
ilare thy conſcience be judge; is not God's work (the 
vor! pleaſing and glorifying his infinite Majeſty) of far 


greater concernment then thy greateſt and weizhteſt 
work? and darelt thou keep one that neither 
no eth how to do it, nor will learn? Follow the 


esth man after God's own heart, Pfa. 101. 2, 9.4 Iwill | 
with „walk within my houſe with a perfect heart; mine 
of 18 © eyes ſhall be upon the faithful in the land, that 


* they may dwell with me; he that walketh in a 
"perfect way, he ſhall ſerve me.” It is ſaid of 
Conſtantine (that in this he was truly great) that he 
would have his whole court gathered together, _ | 
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tion to be given them from the word of God. 
| Beſides, if thou didſt but regard thy-own temporal 


good, thou would(t inſtruct thy ſervants and children 
in ſpiritual things; for they that are unfaithful to 
their maſter and father in heaven, will, be unfaithfy] 


to their maſter and father on earth ; they that make 


no conſcience of their duty to God, but rob him of 
his fervice and worſhip, will never make conſcience 


of their dnty to thee, but if they have opportunity, 
will rob thee of thy time, ſervice, and goods. 
Be ſure that thou perform family duties, as pray. 
ing, reading. and the like, morning and evening; 
do not ſerve the fleſh and the world all day, and then 
put God off with a few ſleepy petitions at night; 


the command is, Pray continually, 1 The, 5.17 


Danial was at it three times a day, Dan. 6. 10. Da- 
vid ſeven times a day, Pfal. 119. 264. God's mercies 
are renewed on the every morning, and ſhould not 
thy prayers and praiſes be renewed every morning! 
Doth not the preſervation of thy family every night, 
deſerve family acknowledgement in the morn? 
Weariſome nights are appointed to others; the beds 
of others prove their graves, thou and thine might 
have awaken in hell; doth this diſtinguiſhing meicy 
deſerve no thanks? Is not thy family every day li. 
able to many dangers, both bodily and ſpiritual? 
Doth it not need pitying, ſanctifying, pardoning, 
directing, preventing mercy every day, Nay every 
moment ? And is not all this worth a prayer ! Upon 
no account neglect the offering up of theſe morning 
and evening ſacrifices ; let thy prayers, and of the 
reſt in the f 

morning like incenſe, and the lifting up of thy 
hands at night as an evening ſacrifice. 


Do 
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cauſe the ſcriptures to be read to them, and inſt. 


amily, come up before the Lord-in ihe 
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pe Do not fay, as ſometimes I have heard of thee, 
hat thou canſt not ſpare time for the duties, thy 
al family is great, and thou canſt not get them alto- 
n gether, thy buſineſs is great, and a little time ſpent 
to this way may wrong thee ; I anſwer thee, 
ul 1. Canſt thou get all thy family together twice 
ke a day to ſet meals for their bodies, and canſt not 
oi thou get them together twice a day for ſet meals 
ce (amiſy dutics) for their fouls ? DO 


2. What greater or weighter buſineſs canſt thou 
have, then the working out the ſalvation of thy 
own, and the fouls committed to-thy charge ; are 
zot the molt important affairs thou canſt poſhbly 
deal about, but trifles to this? | | 

z. Was not David's family greater than thine, 
and his occaſions at nook and yet he could find 
time (though _—_ or family duties, Pſal. 101. 9. 
He and his queen did both inſtruct their child in the 


not things of God, 1 Chron. 28. 9. Prov. 4. 3, to 10. 
ig! Pro. zr. If thou art poor, and ſayeſt thou haſt to 
jt mrovide for thy family, tell me, haſt thou time to 
1 


et, and drink, and work, and * and no time to 


eds rock out thy ſalvation, to fit thy foul for death, for 
ght eegment, for eternity? If thy houſe were in a 
ce, thou wouldſt not let it burn, and ſay, I nave 
1 ptime to quench it: If thy neighbour call thee to 
nal ? it, or talk, or dine, or it may be to go to the ale- 
ing, ouſe with him, thou doſt not anſwer him, I muſt 
very ride for my family, I have no time: but when 
pon / Maker and Preſerver, the bleſſed God, calleth 


pon thee by his ſpirit and word to be diligent, for 
e making thy calling and election ſure, 2 Pet. 


the 0. thou muſt provide for thy family, thou haſt 
thy me for this. Fooliſh worm, leave off thy vain 


d curſed pretences, and ſet upon the buſineſs for 
which 
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another manner of anſwer to thy ſimple excuſes 


thou, and as many of thy family as can poſlibly l 


( 10 ) 


which thou waſt ſent into the world, even the 
glorifying and obeying the Lord, or thou ſhalt ha 


pa 
he 


ore: 
mel 


from the Judge of quick and dead, when for th 


want of time to ſerve him in, he ſhall give the h. 
eternity to ſuffer in. 8; 
Have a ſpecial care alſo of the ſanQification of MP" * 
the Lord's day in thy family; remember the living WF 
God commandeth thee, that thou, thy ſon, thy AR" 
daughter, thy man-ſervant, and thy maid-ſervan, en, 
and all within thy gate keep that day holy. Dy lt 
not make the ſins of others thine by thy pattern o WR" 
permiſſion ; let not that Queen of days be defloured le 
or prophaned by idleneſs, earthly thoughts, wor; huſe 
or actions; ſpend the whole time which ta 
ſpareſt from the public ordinances, in ſecret and ul 
private duties, as praying, reading, ſinging, cate. e, 
chiſing, taking an account of hy children zu f 
fervants, what they know of the myſteries of Chril, aths, 
and particularly what they have learned that day,” 
Eſteem it a ſpecial privilege, a great mercy, that and 
thou and thine may, upon that day, ſequeſter you. 
felves wholly from worldly employments, and enjq t thy 
communion with the bleſſed God in the means offi" 
grace. This I ſhall be bold to tell the, that T 
gion, and the ſervice of the moſt high God in . 5 
family, dependetly much, yea very much, upon th n t 
obſervation of the Lord's day; thou mayſt exe e 
its increaſe or decreaſe according to the ſanCtinca = 
tion or-prophanation of it. In the Nene rims = 
when the queſtion was, Serveſii Dominicum! Wl” = 
anſwer was, Chriſtianus ſum, omittere nm fe 
Thou pretendeſt to be a Chriſtian, make conſciend b. 
of every minute of that day of Chriſt. Be lure th be . 


ſpar 


n 
ned, attend with all diligence and reverence at 
# public place of worſhip ; there God receiveth 
Lreateſt praiſes, and there he beſtoweth the choiceſt 
mercies. O bleſſed are they that dwell in his 
houſe, bleſſed are they that wait at Wiſdom's 
gates, that watch at the poſt of her doors, Prov. 8. 
In all things ſhew thyſelf a pattern to them that 
re under thy care and charge; the people com- 


oc to thy government, will ſooner imitate thy 
thy vinos then obey thy ſayings. Sin cometh in at 
Wl M by propagation, but is increaſed exceedingly by 
7 nitation ; thou that haſt thy children and ſervants 
* llowing thee either to heaven or to hell, haſt need 


huſe a right path, even the narrow way that leadeth 
) life, Weigh thy words, conſidering that wy 
ill learn thy language; avoid thoſe ſinful expreſ- 
ons of farth and ſroih (let your = be yea, and nay 
ay, for whatſoever is more 1s evil)of repeating others 
aths, of ſpeaking irreverently of the great God and 
s word, of wiſhing evil to any man; for the com- 

and is, Bleſs them that curſe, Matth. 5. 44. let 
oevil communication proceed out of thy lips, but 


Va ſpeech be-ſeaſoned with grace, that it may 
ene wl P * 
ans o minilter good, and be exemplary to the hearers. 


ook well to thy works, that they may be agreeable 
o the word of God. 

In thy religious performances eſpecially manifeſt 
| reverence, fervency and ſeriouſneſs, that thy 
dren and ſervants may ſee that thou art in ear- 
{t about ſoul-affairs, about eternity-concernments; 


oy ou little knoweſt how profitable ſuch a pattern 
peſſu x be unto them. Do thy utmoſt, uſe all means 
(cen manded thee to ſave thyſelf and thoſe that dwell 


th thee, 


be confident that ſhortly Chriſt will ſay to thee | 
as 
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as Eliah to David, With whom haſt thou leſt tho 
few ſheep in the wilderneſs? What is become g 
the children and ſervants which J entruſted ther 
with ? Will it be enough thinkeſt thou for thee 
anſwer, Lord, for my children, I 85 them uy 
without any charge to the pariſh; or Lord, I bref 
them gentlemen, or I put them out to trades, or 
left them competent eſtates. And for my ſervant; 
I paid them their wages, gave them their meat aul 
drink, according to my agreement with them.— 
When Chriſt ſhall reply, Man, what is become of 
their ſouls which I created capable of the immedi. 
ate fruition of my lite, which I redeemed with m 
Precious blood ? What ſhame will then coverthy 
face, and what horror fill thy heart, when the bloat 
of their ſouls ſhall be required of thee ! Oh there 
fore let Joſhua's practice and reſolution be thing, 


« That thou and thy houſe will ferve the Lord, 
Fool. 24. 15. SY 


THE END. 


